QUESTION TO AMBASSADORS:
 I have a couple of questions regarding Invitationals: 
(1) What percentage of the Invitational Fee goes to prizes?
(2) What type of prizes are given? Money or Gifts?
(3) If gifts - where are the gifts purchased from?
(4) Is Invitational theme-based and who decides on the theme and what are some of the themes that are used?
Marion Harris
Round Hill
Summary:  There were 24 replies from the Ambassadors.  The percentage of fees that are dedicated to prizes ranged from 17 to 75%.  Quite a range!  The prizes included Pro Shop credit, gift cards, money and gifts.  Some of the prizes were purchased through the Pro Shop, wholesale stores, or awards stores.  As for themes…see for yourself.  There are some great ones!
AMBASSADOR RESPONSES:
1)  
1.  About 40% goes to the prizes.

2.  We give gift certificates and gifts. 

3.  Usually at the market in San Francisco.

4.  The theme is up to the invitational chairperson.  Some we have had 
or played in are Garden party, everything is coming up roses.  Mardi 
Gras, Circus, Hollywood, Love is in the air, In full bloom, Scottish, 
Hawaiian, Wine and Roses.

Vickie Ciccarelli
Madera Golf & Country Club
vickieciccarelli@sbcglobal.net

 2)  Our guidelines state 50% of our entry fee is used for prizes which may include the tee prizes. Award prizes can be either cash or prizes—in the last few years it has been cash. The tee prize is usually the only “gift”, although I have used the center pieces as 5th, 6th or 7th place. What and where to purchase the prizes is up to the Invitational Chair and her committee. The “cash” prizes are actually Pro Shop Script. When I have been involved, most of our gifts come from online sites, we try to negotiate free shipping and lower prices for quantities.
The theme is determined by the chair and committee. We have had The Crazy Game of Golf. The Birdies and the Bees, Teddy Bear Golf Jamboree, Pajama Party and many others that slip my mind for the moment. We try to keep the theme a secret until the invitations go out—this sometimes happens and other times not so much. If a person volunteers to be chair, they usually have a theme in mind.

Linda Habel 

Plumas Lake

lhabel@surewest.net
3) 1)  Roughly 25-30% of the budget is for prizes - including tee prizes and special events (closest to pin, etc)

2)  We've had Pro Shop Gift Certificates and Nordstrom Gift Cards the last two year - The Nordstrom Cards are great because you can use them online.  

3)  Some of our members own businesses and are able to buy gifts wholesale from a variety of vendors.

4)  Usually our Invitational is not theme-based, however in the past 3 years we have had a theme based on are ability to recycle cute decorations (thus saving money)- we had kites in 2009, a "green" theme in 2008 and Blue skies in 2007.  The Invitational Committee decides on the theme.

Diane Judson

La Rinconada CC

dianejudson@comcast.net
4) We have a committee of 8-10 ladies.  They decide the theme, tee prize and the format. 

25% of the fee goes toward prizes (they are gift certificates from our pro shop).

Donna Chavez

Ridgemark CC

jd2golf@earthlink.net
5) I was told that WGANC recommends we use at least 1/3 of the entry fee for prize money.  The past two years I used about 45% between the on course events and the flight payouts.  We used gift cards to Macy’s and Target for the on course events and credit in our proshop for flight winners.  The overall winners got credit and a gift.  We purchased the gift from a local award company.  We also run all the tee prizes through our proshop so they can make a small profit….even when I found them at the Gift Center.

The Chair and Co-Chair have the “right” to pick the theme, however the past two years I opened it to the committee to submit ideas and we brainstormed and came up with the theme.  Some of the themes we have used in the past few years are?  Under the Big Top (Circus), Lady Luck, A Ghost of a Chance (we are in October),  Puttin’ on the Ritz.

Don’t know if you will get a response from Crow Canyon, but I always play in theirs and they do a wonderful job with theme, execution and almost everyone dresses in team outfits.

Debe Wilson

debewilson@att.net

6) Based on last year's Invitational:

 

1. 9.5% prizes 33% tee prizes.

2. Gifts are given.

3. Gifts are different each year, so they are purchased from various vendors.

4.  Themes are decided by the Invitational committee.

 

Candis Vasilj

Ambassador

Sunset Whitney CC
candisd@sbcglobal.net
7) At Winchester our Invitationals are not subsidized by our club nor do we have sponsors.   We start our plan with a Preliminary Budget and what our costs will
be for the tournament.  (We try to think of ALL COSTS:  the Winners Prizes, tee prizes,
 food and beverage, napkins, cold water, snacks, etc.)  So, all of the money paid by players  goes into the invitational.   The GOAL is that the tournament pays for itself.
 
WINNER PRIZES.   Typically, 1st and 2nd place is a trophy.   OVERALL gross winner
                                and 3rd place typically cash (but, this can change from year to year
                               . . . the Invitational Committee makes the decision).
                               
 
TEE PRIZES.   About $50 to $60 per player for TEE PRIZE gifts.  If possible,
                        we look for group discounts.   Sources where we purchase the prizes
                        vary  . . . the PRIZE Chairman does the research and her committee make the choices.
 
 (Cost of all prizes  (winner and tee prizes is about 37% of the invitational fee.   We try to make
the tee prizes a STRONG part of our budget, since EVERYBODY is included in the tee prize.)
These numbers are based on four flights of 64 women.
 
THEMES:         We do not have themed invitationals.
 
Marilyn Argent
Captain WOWGG
(530) 878-1383
marlevine@hotmail.com
8) 
 1.Whatever doesn't go for food, decorations, etc is used for Tee prizes and winners.

2. We have done both money and gifts.

3. Gifts are purchased either through the Pro Shop or anywhere else.

4. Yes, we always have a theme.  Our Co-captain is in charge of the Invitational and has a committee she selects who decide on a theme - that could be Wild,Wild West, circus, Spring, Countries around World, etc.

Sally Landers

Butte Creek sally.landers@sbcglobal.net
9) At San Jose CC the Invitational Chairman has total control so things change yearly.
Marilyn Payne

Ambassador

10) 1) What percentage of the Invitational Fee goes to prizes?....................After green fees, breakfast / lunch, cart fees, tee prizes, are deducted from entry fees, the rest excluding approx, $100.00 to $200.00 to leave in treasurer for following year the remainder is used to pay prizes, approx. 1/4 of entry fee.
 

(2) What type of prizes are given? Money or Gifts?............... Our awards are Pro Shop Certificates.
 

(3) If gifts - where are the gifts purchased from?............. the Pro Shop
 

(4) Is Invitational theme-based and who decides on the theme........ the Invitational Chairman 
................and what are some of the themes that are used?...................... "Clowning Around", "the Circus Is Back In Town", "Par On The Prairie", "A Woman's Place is on the Golf Course", "Clowning Around",  "Par on the Prairie",  "Hawaii".
 

Helen Jane Pybrum
Pajaro Valley G.C.
HJseascape@aol.com
11) 1. Approximately 75% of the proceeds goes to prizes.
2. Prizes are usually gift certificates from the pro shop

3. We also have a horserace, putting contest and team betting...fees for the putting contest, horserace and team betting are voluntary and in addition to the invt'l fee.  

4. The theme is decided by the person chairing the event and her committee.

 

One theme from the past, Rock and Roll from the 50's

 

Cindy Mullett

Ambassador 

Cold Springs Country Club
12)   At Serrano we do not have a set percentage of the fees go to the prizes.  It is up to the committee chairs.  

The awards have traditionally been a gift, but on occasion Golf Shop credit.  Once again it is up to the committee.  The gifts are usually purchased through the Golf Shop.  They give a great discount.
 It is up to the committee to choose a theme.  Traditional themes have been used including:  Jungle, Luau, Mad Hatter's TEE Party, Black and White, Girls Just Want to Golf.

Jane Callahan, Serrano

edhjane@comcast.net
13) 

50% for tee prices and winning golf prize

2008= gifts  2009= money    

Gifts were purchased from pro shop at their cost + shipping

Theme is decided by chairpersons

 

Molly Korb
Auburn Valley Golf  Club

mollyjkorb@calwisp.com
14) Silverado CC does not have a percentage of money going towards prizes for the Ladies Invitational. It is a combination of what the Club gives the Ladies towards the Invitational, the amount of sponsors assigned to the golf holes, and the member's initial cost. The chairwoman and her committee decide the cost of the prizes..often leaning towards the theme but not required. Different prizes for different levels..1st-4th place, closest to the hole, longest drive..whatever you can afford. There is always a gift for everyone given the first day: examples: jacket, shirt, golf shoes, trunk show chit, golf bag watch or cleat brush. The second day always has something too. It's usually placed at your assigned table, along with your team's picture that's taken on the first day.

Gifts are wherever the committee can get a good deal: friends, jewelry at the SF Jewelry Market, wines, glassware, silver, artist's works, etc.

Themes are all over the board.. the Chair and her committee decide. Some themes have been: Italian, Irish, "Green," African, wine, Black & White, City of Lights, Golf through the Ages, hats, etc.

I hope I've answered some Marion's questions.

Bonnie Burns

Silverado Country Club

bburnsca@aol.com
15) Our invitational fee, prizes and theme are entirely left to tournament chair selected by the captain.  The division's requirement is that the tournament expenses do not exceed the tournament income.  

Joanne Dodge

Merced Golf and Country Club

mjdodge@comcast.net
16) At Diablo Country Club we pay out in flight prizes and games on the course (closest to the hole, putting contest, long drive, etc.) approx. 30% of the entry fee.  This does not include tee prizes which are another 30%.

We prefer monetary gifts for the flight prizes.  The number of places paid can then be determined by the number of entrants and the amount of extra $ we may have.  Gift cards or pro shop credit is used.  Tee prizes are gifts often ordered through the club.

Themes are decided by the committee running the invitational.  There are sport themes (Kentucky Derby, Take me out to the ballgame, etc.) city or country themes (I left my heart in San Francisco, Hawaii, Italy, etc.) Wine themes, Themes derived from current TV or movies (Survivor).

Elizabeth Ditzler

Diablo Country Club

leditzler@comcast.net
17) These are the actual results for last year’s invitational:

 

1.  Percentage of the Invitational Fee going to prizes is 44%.

     

 2.  Prizes given:  

        Tee Prizes:  Golf Shoes

        3 flights, 1 low gross = money

        Closest to the Hole, 2 members/2 guests = money

        Long Drive = money

        Accuracy = money

        Horserace = money

 

3.  Gifts:

        Tee Prize of Golf Shoes purchased through Club with Vendor $40.00 per person

 

4.  Invitational Themes:

        Kentucky Derby

        Black & White Ball

        Mardi Gras

        Hoe Down
golf4kay@comcast.net
18) #1 in 2007 budget was as follows
    23% to awards
    47% to meals
    24% to tee prizes
    6% to misc. decorations, bag tags, photos etc.
#2 Prizes are usually gifts.
#3 May be purchased at SF Gift Mart, Art fairs, Local Artists and  
Jewelers etc.
#4 Invitational usually has a theme of some kind ranging from  
elaborate to simple depending on the women in charge.  Some past themes: various travel trips, wine country, horse racing, Scotland.  We used to try to build the theme around the current Captain but there has been less of that in recent years
Lynne Ansara
Green Hills CC
ansara2@comcast.net
19) A
(1) What percentage goes to prizes?         Try to spend no more than $20-25.00 per item.  
(2) What type of prizes are given?              Gift certificates redeemable in our Pro Shop only. 
 (4) Is Invitational theme-based                   YES! 

 Who decides on the theme:                        The Invitational Committee 

What are some of the themes that are used?  South of Border, Belles on Broadway, Peanuts,  Hawaiian Holiday, Carnival on the Fairway, Round the World in Eighty Days, and many more. 

Mary Chaboya, The Villages 2010Ambassador
408-274-6146  Maryc83131@earthlink.net
20) 1.  Peach Tree C. C. always gives 1st place team winner the equivalent of their entry fee, and we go down in value from there.  The number of prizes is determined by the Chairman and her committee.

 

2.  The type of prizes given is determined by the Tournament Chairman ((always our Co-Captain) and her committee.  We never give money, usually script from the Pro Shop.

 

3.  If gifts are given, these are usually chosen by the Tournament Chairman, and her committee.

 

4.  The Tournament Chairman decides the Theme of the Tournament, with her committee's assistance.

 

Ruby Schoenig, PEACH TREE C.C. Ambassador

Rudischoe@aol.com
21) Every year we have a wonderful invitational.  Usually we have a full field of 144 players.  It is 2 days with an optional round the day before with either a bbq or this year we are doing appetizers and wine tasting.  In answer to question #1.  We always have tee prizes that everyone receives along with a registration bag with small gifts.  We pay about half the field in prize vouchers from our pro shop.  This computes to about 17% of the invitational fee.  The committee seems to always find nice gifts on line for the tee prizes that everyone receives.  Our invitationals are always theme based.   Our co-captain is always in charge of the invitational.  Some of our past themes are Mar-Tee-Gras, Pearls from the Past, It's a Jungle Out There, America the Beautiful, Golf and Glitz.  This year we are using a Western Theme.  We always have our invitational in June.  As soon as we have election of officers, the co-captain rounds up her committee and starts planning.  We have a general meeting March 4 this year at which time the invitations are passed out.  Most of the foursomes are formed and paid for at this meeting.  We sometimes have a waiting list.  I hope this will be of help.

Sara Hancock, Ambassador

Pine Mountain Lake

fnshancock@sbcglobal.net 

22)  The percentage dedicated to prizes, or money usually is 25%. It depends on the individuals running the tournament. We generally do Tee prizes and then award cash money to the guests, and the members get credit in the pro shop. That way, we are supporting our own shop, while giving our guests the option to spend their money in our pro shop, or anywhere else they choose.

We have a super Director of Golf at the present time, so working with him on tee prizes is great. Since he has all the golf related clothing, and equipment catalogs, he is a great source for finding gifts:  Shoes, vests, windshirts, etc.

The tournament chair is the one who chooses the theme. There is a committee of women more than happy to help. Committees consist of decorations, food choosing the tournament format, and whatever else needs to be done.

Some of the most common themes are : Hawaiian, Las Vegas, Western(driving the range), beach party. 

Personally, I think Invitationals are a "kick in the pants". They are a great excuse to cut loose a little bit and try to enjoy some fun competition, and meet other women.

Take care, 

Maura Mendoza

Moraga CC

mauramendoza@sbcglobal.net
23) 1.  At our club the prizes awarded - including tee prizes run just under 50% of the entry fee per person.  We have been charging $175 entry fee and prizes are about $80.00 per person when figuring the budget.
2.  We never give money gifts.  We have given gift certificates at various stores - that is as close to cash as our prizes have been

3.  Gifts are purchased sometimes from pro shop - but most often from wholesale source that member has access to.  Each tournament chair - and our chair changes every year - is free to do what they want.
4.  Some times our invitational is theme based and sometime not.  We have had our theme be the 40 Annual Women's Invitational and we have had real themes.  Some theme examples are:  circus theme, spa theme, wine country theme, Diamonds are forever (james bond) theme, Italian theme, rock around the clock, time theme (clocks and watches were the prizes) Hawaiian Island theme.  You can see they are unending.   It is up to the person running the tournament and her committee to decide whether there is a theme or not.  They have been fabulous whether theme centered or not.  Just a fun party.
Dinnie Holloway

El Macero

Hollowsd@sbcglobal.net

24) 1)      25% of the Invitational Fee goes to prizes.

2)      We give both Money and Gifts.

3)      Gifts are purchased from the pro shop, catalogues, stores

4)      Our Invitational is them-based, and the Tournament committee decides on the theme. Here is a list of past themes:

Black and White 
Club Under Construction
Wizard of Oz
King Neptune fish
Dolls - Debs
Cowboys - pumpkins
Rhinestone cowgirls
Black and White with a splash of color
Magic - black hats
Flowers - flower head covers
wild animals
golf - lady golfers
Scotland
Horse racing

Gloria Cevallos

Lake Merced Golf Club

gjcevallos@earthlink.net
Sent February 27, 2010
