QUESTION TO AMBASSADORS:
 

I have a question regarding 9 Hole Tournaments.   We have never sponsored one at Saddle Creek and are planning to schedule one in 2011.    We would like to learn from other clubs:   (1)  What format is used; (2) Is there a handicap limit, i.e. only people above a certain handicap can play, if so what is the cut off.   (3)  Any specific rules if different from 18 hole tournaments.   (4)  Other comments
Thank you. 

 

Darlene DeBaldo 
Saddle Creek 
dargogolf@gmail.com
Summary:  Eighteen ambassadors replied to Darlene’s question.  Most reported not hosting a 9-hole tournament.  Of those holding a 9-hole tournament, some used 50% handicaps (as per USGA) while another Club used none.  Formats might be the better of the front or back nine, Cha-cha-cha, with partners, flighted, etc.  However, the consensus of those holding these tournaments is that they are fun.
AMBASSADORS’ REPLIES

1) Spring Creek G&CC has never done this to my knowledge.

 Jean Fogg, Spring Creek
2)-a- I don't recall our group every sponsoring a nine hole tournament.  
 b-The only 9 hole tournament we have is the Frances Whyte Classic  -- playing with the niners.   It’s usually a scramble, shamble.  
mary.schmitz@comcast.net
3) No such tournament at Auburn Valley Golf Club.

Molly Korb  mollyjkorb@calwisp.com
4) We have nine hole events whenever we have a ladies club general meeting i.e., twice a year.  this lets us have lunch before the meeting begins.  This event is simply a nine hole version of our regular stroke play "sweeps" competition.  The players receive 1/2 of their handicap.  Example a 22 would get 11 strokes and  a 23 would get 11.5. Women may choose to play on after the ninth hole, but only the first nine count in the competition 

Lynne Ansara, Green Hills CC, ansara2@comcast.net
5) At Contra Costa CC, the only times our WGA sponsors a 9 hole tournament are if the other 9 holes are rained out, or on a Saturday/Sunday afternoon "Twilight Tournament" when we play a 9-hole game with a partner in a 4-some, followed by dinner.  It is a social event with a fun format with the emphasis on meeting others thru golf and dinner, perhaps a barbecue by the pool.  There is no handicap limit and rules are the same as in an 18-hole tournament.  The game could be 2 best balls, Cha-Cha-Cha, use 4 clubs only, etc. It is usually flighted with prizes, paid for by a small fee added to the dinner cost.

Barbara York , Contra Costa Country Club, cdnsungirl@aol.com
6) We only sponsor one 9 hole tournament each year.    It's our "Turkey Lurkey", the Thursday before Thanksgiving.  It's our special day to celebrate the Thanksgiving Holiday.   The play is a series of different games, changing on every hole.   We award prizes to every player who signs up that day.   The winners are in charge of the
tournament the next year.   It is 9 holes, lunch follows.   All players are invited and encouraged to play this fun game.  Handicaps are limited to 40.   It's one of our most popular tournaments.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!


Marilyn Argent, Captain WOWGG, (530) 878-1383, marlevine@hotmail.com
7) Sequoyah does not have an event that is 9 hole. We have a social event with the 9 hole group that is strictly a social event.
 mary Schmitz,  mks2643@gmail.com 

8) Here at San Jose Country Club we have an independent 9 hole group and they have tournaments and an invitational. 

Marilyn Payne

9) We started the Frances Whyte Classic 5 or 6 years ago honoring one of our longtime members.  This tournament is just a social event to mix the two ladies groups together.  We have a shotgun at 8:30 followed by a brunch and awards ceremony.  
Tracey, Sequoyah Country Club 
10) Our club has sponsored 9 hole tournaments but not our Women’s Association. It has been done as a social event followed by dinner and bingo. We learned that the format should be a four person team since many spouses participated but didn’t really help “the team”. Maximum handicaps have always been 40.  We also play from the mixed tees since many of the Seniors prefer to play from forward tees. You want the game to be fun not frustrating!
Ann Marymor, ann@marymor.com, Marin Country Club

11) We do not sponsor 9-hole tournaments because we have a 9'ers club whiche sponsors these tournaments.

 Kathy Biondi, North Ridge CC, kbtb05@aol.com
12) ...Half Moon Bay does not hold any 9-hole tournaments on our regular ladies days.  Nancy Humpal, Ambassador

13) The Villages does not sponsor a 9-hole tournament. We do alternate an "exchange" one day each year with the Villages 9-hole Club. 
Mary Chaboya, Villages Ambassador        maryc83131@earthlink.net
14) Do you mean a specific "9-Hole Championship" or a simple 9-hole golf day?

At Stanford, we have one or two Tuesdays where we play "better nine" or "any nine holes." Those days usually are in the winter when we might have a frost delay or very poor conditions after (or during) rain. We use 1/2 of handicap for a net score.

We have, in the past, had a day for our 9-hole ladies to play with us; we've played 9 holes and had lunch - but not recently.

 

Marianna Fowler, Stanford University Golf course, mcfdocs@aol.com
15) We have no 9 hole tournaments at Silver Creek.
Suzanne Allen , Silver Creek Valley CC

16) No, we do not sponsor a 9 hole tournament.  We participate with our 4 C niner's in the Rally For the Cure 9 hole tournament but it is a scramble.

Thank you,

Cheri Stoudt, Crow Canyon Country Club

17)  Normally with our 9 hole invitational the teams are put together by our Head Pro, according to handicap.  We then play a scramble.  There is no limit regarding handicaps.  

Valerie Kolakowski, Greenhorn Creek Golf Club 
18) As an 18 Hole group, we don't normally have 9 hole tournaments. There is an exchange with the Nine hole group once a year. We alternate years. It's called, Big Sister, Little Sister. So, if we host, they play 18 holes and we play 9, when they host. If your club wants to have a 9 hole tournament, there is no reason not to. A 9 hole tournament for 18 holes, uses 1/2 the handicap, I believe. You can refer to the USGA Handicap book. The maximum handicap we allow is 36 for tournaments.

As for picking the format, that is really up to the tournament person, and can be whatever they want.

 

Maura Mendoza, Moraga Country Club
Sent 12-11-10

