
QUESTION TO AMBASSADORS:
My question is:  How do other clubs determine the pairings for their club championship tournament. 

Nadine  Buchmiller
Ambassador, LHRGC
Summary:  There were 29 responses to Nadine’s question.  One Club has a qualifying round, while all other Clubs arranged the pairings by index/handicap.  There are description for  pairings that followed the initial round and the determination of the Champion.
AMBASSADORS’ REPLIES
1)Our Championship tournament is 3 days and is flighted.  On the first day the pairings are within flight, by handicap, in 3-somes.  The Championship flight is gross stroke play, all other flights are net stroke play.  The 2nd and 3rd day pairings are within flight by cumulative score (gross for Championship, net for others) in 3-somes. 

 Diane Judson, La Rinconada CC, dianejudson@comcast.net
2) For the Women's Club Championship at Valley Hi, flights are established based on indexes and the pairings for each of the flights are determined as follows:
    Round 1 - groups of 3 or 4, within flights, based on indexes of participants.
    Round 2 - groups established based on gross scores of Round 1.
    Round 3 - groups of 3 or 4, based on total gross scores of
                    Rounds 1 & 2.
The low gross winner (total scores of three rounds) is the Club Champion, with second low gross total being the Runner Up.  There are also flight winners (low gross - 2 places, and 1 place for low net) in each flight.  
The Club Champion can emerge from any of the flights, based solely on the low gross scores for all three rounds.
Joanna Duran, Ambassador, Valley Hi Country Club
3) We only do stroke play for our Championship so we pair by handicaps in 
each flight.  The lowest seven handicaps and last years’ Championship. 
When we had Match Play we would have everyone qualify and pair by that. 
Vickie Ciccarelli
Madera Golf & Country Club

4) We pair our flights for the Club championship by finding lowest handicap all the way to highest. We have four flights and divide accordingly. We play stroke play. 

Randi Schimke, Woodbridge GCC

5) We make pairings (3) by handicap-low to high.  We do not have qualifying game prior to start of Championship. 

Sallie Wood, Oakmont Golf Club, salliewood@yahoo.com
6) By handicap the first day, then by gross score for the remaining two days.

 Candis Vasilj, Sunset Whitney CC, candisd@sbcglobal.net

7) It is based on handicaps! 
Ridgemark CC   Donna Chavez  donna2golf@charter.net

8) Our ladies are paired by handicaps for the first 2 rounds, and by the leaders for the final round. 

Linda Habel, Plumas Lake 
9) at kings river we play stroke play     on the first day we go by handicap low first off with the current club champion leading the way    we usually play in threesomes
on the second day we go off the number 1 tee with the low gross scorers going off first
on the third day the highest scorers go off first      there is a 30 minute interval before the very last group goes off so that we can go out and gallery the final threesome on their final 2 or 3 holes
that way we dont know the champion their final group is in
 
maggie  kings river, lilamy25@hotmail.com 

10) At Claremont we do pairings by handicap - either groups of 3 or 4 depending on the number of people playing.

 Sally Tomlinson
11) Our pairings are done by the most recent handicaps prior to the championship. We flight the tournament based on the number of participants. This year we had only 2 flights.

Lowest handicaps go out first and ends with highest handicaps. Pairings are adjusted after each day of play. We have 3 days of mandatory play for the champion.
Ann Marymor, Marin Country Club, ann@marymor.com
12) We do not have pre-tournament placement games to determine pairings.  We have three flights, put in order of Index.  the first flight is the "Championship" flight. The other twp flights pay a low gross and two low nets.

Sally Landers, Butte Creek C.C., sally@leftylady.com
13) At Saddle Creek, we use course handicap for the pairings.  

Darlene DeBaldo ,Saddle Creek , dargogolf@gmail.com
14) Our club championship is divided into two divisions:  Open championship and Senior championship.  Open championship is open to all 18 hole members. To play in the Senior champ you must be 65 or older.  The pairings are determined by handicaps.  Low handicaps are paired together and so on. Open club champ is low gross.

Cindy Mullett, mullettc@placerville.net, Cold Springs Country Club

15) Our pairings are done by handicap only on the first day.  The second day the pairings are by your gross score after the first round.  The third day is the same as the second day.

 Sylvia Bachman, Stockton Golf and Country Club, Bachmom@aol.com
16) Traditionally the players in the club championship are placed in the tournament by their index.  Like indexes play together and are put in flights.  Once in a flight you stay in that flight.  After play begins, the player may be moved within her flight to play with others with similar nets as they progress through the three rounds.

Dinnie Holloway, El macero, Hollowsd@sbcglobal.net
17) Our Club Championship is medal play.  The chairman pairs the players by handicap after the sign-ups.  Lowest handicaps comprise the championship flight.  They play the three rounds in threesomes.

Georgia Gordon, Rossmoor, georgia29@sbcglobal.net
18) For the club championship and because we play in threesomes, on the first day, the lowest handicap/index tees off first, followed by second and third lowest indexes respectively.  The next threesome consists of the next lowest three, etc.  That happens in the Championship and all other flights.  Then day two, the lowest three scores from the day before tee off first, taking 4th ,5th, and 6th lowest scores in the next threesome, etc.  On day three, it's the lowest total two day scores determine the pairings.  We then reverse the threesomes, with the highest scores going first and the lowest teeing off last.  Your mention of highest handicap playing lowest handicap makes me think of the handicap tournament frequently done for match play.  Was she asking about Handicap Championship?  Other clubs call it that rather than the Handicap tournament.  In that case matches are played by the lowest playing the highest, the second lowest playing the second highest, etc. 

Bonnie Burns, bburnsca@aol.com, Silverado Country Club

19) Our tournament is a 3 day event.  Day 1 tee times are made up starting with the lowest index and moving thru the field. Flights are determined at this time.  To keep flights together we sometimes need to do threesomes and foursomes. Day 2 players go out within their flights by day first day gross score.  The last day the field is reversed i.e., highest total score first and so on.  This allows players to be in, watch the final groups finish, and cheer for the new champion. 

Lynne Ansara, Green Hills CC, ansara2@comcast.net
20) We did the pairings according to handicap index, the lowest indexes were in the championship flight (8 players per flight).  We awarded prizes to the champion, runner-up and low net in the championship flight.  All other flights, we awarded one low gross, 2 low net.
Debe Wilson, Alta Sierra

21 )   At the Villages, our tournament requires 3 rounds- cumulative stroke play and gross.
1st day - pairings based on handicap. 2nd day - pairings based on gross score from round 1. On 3rd day - pairings are based on gross-score totals of days 1 & 2.
Flights are also established by handicap and the champion can come from any flight - not only the championship fight. The Champion and runner-up are pulled from their respective flight(s) and do not qualify to win a "flight" prize. 

Mary Chaboya, Villages' Ambassador, maryc83131@earthlink.net 

22) At Pine Mountain Lake, our championship flight includes those participants with handicaps less than 20.  Those with the lowest handicaps play together the first day.  The pairings may change the 2nd and 3rd days according to the scores.  We do flight the rest of the players according to handicap.

 

Sara Hancock, Pine Mountain Lake, fnshancock@sbcglobal.net 

23) We determine our pairings by handicap.  There is no qualifying round for this tournament. 

Robin Robison/ Palo Altos Hills
24) Members make their own foursome for the initial qualifying round and then the pro shop determines the pairing for the Championship Tournament once those qualifying have been determined.

 Kathy Biondi, North Ridge CC, kbtb05@aol.com
24) We have 3 flights with 3 places in each: Championship Flight (low gross, 2nd low gross, low net), 1st Flight (low net for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd), 2nd Flight (low net for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd). It is a two day tournament, first day pairings are determined by handicaps in each flight and the second day pairings are determined by the tournament's first day scoring.  Crow pendants are the prizes.
Cheri Stoudt, Crow Canyon CC

25) Tee times are used at Serrano on the first day of play for the Club Championship.  The pairings are based on handicaps, with the lowest handicappers going off first.  On the second and final days, the pairings are determined by the previous day's scores by flight, with the highest scores going off first.

 Jane Callahan, Serrano, edhjane@comcast.net
25)  The Club Championship is an annual tournament to be played on 3 designated days.   This is chaired by the tournament chairperson, and major tournament rules will apply. 

Procedure:
Format of play:  

Stroke Play

Round 1:


Pairings by current handicaps

Round 2:


Pairings by Gross scores of round 1

Final Round:

Pairings by Total gross scores of round 1 and 2
 Joanne Dodge, Merced Golf and Country Club, mjdodge@comcast.net
26) We pair like handicaps together.  Lowest goes out first on the first day.  Re-paired for second day and highest handicaps goes out first so the lowest handicap have an audience when they come in.

Molly Korb  Auburn Valley Golf Club, mollyjkorb@calwisp.com

27) Bodega Harbour does the pairings for the C.C. Tournament by handicap.

Pat Pettibone, Ambassador, 102c@comcast.net
28) Lake Merced Golf Club Women's Club Championship 2010 -- Stroke Play:
Round 1:  Flighted and paired by low to high index; played in twosomes; lowest indexes teed off first; tee times 6 minutes apart.

Round 2:  Pairings are based on the gross scores from Round 1 (lowest to highest scores); the order of play off the first tee was reversed so the highest gross went out first and the lowest gross last in at attempt to speed play; played in threesomes due to one drop out; tee times 8 minutes apart.

Round 3:  Pairings based on cumulative gross score of first 2 rounds; otherwise, same as round 2. 

 The same process of determining pairings is used each year (by index in round 1; by cumulative gross score for the 2nd and 3rd rounds). The pro shop and tournament chair(s) determine if we play in twosomes, threesomes or foursomes based on the number signed up each year, as well as the order of play based on pace of play of those playing.  We believe it is best to avoid playing in foursomes -- threesomes are preferred by players and work well for pace of play...if you have the right number.

Gloria Cevallos, gjcevallos@earthlink.net

29) We go strictly by index, starting with the lowest index player and the next and so on.  Lowest index players tee off first and the next group the second and so on.  We do not do the "shot gun" to be fair for everyone to be able to tee off from the 1st tee.

 Akiko Wiley, Oakhurst C.C.,Akiwiley@sbcglobal.net
Sent 10-22-10

