 

QUESTION TO AMBASSADORS:
Our 18 hole board would like to know what other clubs do about having a flight for Gold (forward tees) tees on regular play days.  This is because of aging members and we are a retirement community so want all ladies to play.  What percent of the field do they figure they need to have a separate flight.  Also, what about guest days.  Does anybody have a separate flight or anything for gold tee players.  We would appreciate any ideas.  Thank you.
Georgia Gordon, Ambassador Rossmoor

georgia29@sbcglobal.net
SUMMARY:  There were 37 responses to Georgia’s question.  Most clubs do not have a separate flight for gold tee players.  Of those that did, some adjusted the handicaps to even the field on play days and guest days and a few had separate flights.  We didn’t receive information regarding the percentage of the field to have a separate flight, but La Rinconada requires a minimum of 5 for the flight.
RESPONSES FROM AMBASSADORS

1)At Saddle Creek we have five sets of tees, our ladies either play from the gold, combo (combination of gold/red), or the red tees which are our forward tees.    Usually on our play days we have flights for the combo tees and red tees.    

In the past, our guest days were all from the combo tees.    This year we have included a red tee availability to encourage more players, our pro shop will adjust handicaps to level the playing field.    

Darlene DeBaldo 

Saddle Creek 

dargogolf@gmail.com
2) We play from our most forward tees (3 sets of tees) for all ladies events.  That seems to satisfy everyone.
Sallie Wood

salliewood@yahoo.com
Oakmont 
 Sallie Wood, 707 833-1027
3) We do not have gold tees at our club. Aging (I can only speak for the women) members play from the forward (red) tees. 

Guest days and all other ladies play days are flighted by handicap.

Connie Rothermel

Napa Valley CC

connieroth@sbcglobal.net
4) At Spring Creek, Ripon we do not have gold tees.  Our forward tees are red, or ladies tees, all the ladies tee off from here.

 Jean Fogg

Spring Creek Golf & CC

jfogg@californiabuiltins.com

5) As of yet we do not offer gold tees.  We are in the process of shortening several holes to offer a course of about 5000 yards.  We too are a retirement community with many ladies over 80 and only a few under 60.  I will be very interested also in hearing your input.

Debe Wilson

Alta Sierra

debewilson@att.net

6) Any member of our Women's Club can play from our Gold (forward) tees on any day.  Per our standing policy there must be a minimum of 5 players who choose to play from the forward tees in order to create a sweeps flight for the forward tees on any given playday.  If you are playing from the forward tees you cannot compete in Captain's Trophy or other major competitions (for sweeps).  I'm not sure how we would handle a team event (such as 1 BB of 3) if the players were not using the same tee box.  We have not had any women ask to play from the forward tees, but since we too have many aging members we have been encouraging them to take advantage of this standing policy.

Diane Judson

La Rinconada CC

dianejudson@comcast.net
7) We have scarlet tees for our forward tees- all ladies play these tees.  No gold tees to contend with.  

Molly Korb  Auburn Valley Golf Club

mollyjkorb@calwisp.com
8) Our womens club only has one set of tees.

Vickie Ciccarelli
Madera Golf and Country Club

9) Pajaro Valley does not have "forward tees".

 Helen Jane Pybrum
Pajaro Valley Golf Course

HJseascape@aol.com
10) Half Moon Bay does not have gold tees.  My opinion is that for your group gold tees, and a flight for those players would be a good idea. 
 Nancy Humpal, Ambassador, Half Moon Bay

11) We do not have a forward gold tees.   All of our ladies play from the red tees.

Marilyn Argent
Captain WOWGG
(530) 878-1383
marlevine@hotmail.com
12) All of our ladies' events are played from the red tees ... we don't have any tees more forward.  But we have been in discussion about the possibility of developing forward tees for use by juniors and perhaps we would consider using them for other purposes.  But we're not at that point yet. 

Suzanne Allen

Silver Creek Valley CC  

13) our forward tees are red      longer tees are gold
 we play the forward tees most of the time      longer tees are played 1 time per month
 in club championship  the championship flight plays the longer tees    rest of the field plays the forward tees
team play    "A" team plays from the longer tees   "B"  team plays from the forward tees
 
maggie
kings river
lilamy25@hotmail.com
14) Silverado Country Club only uses its gold tees for the men. We do not have them for women, but it might be something to think about. We have new owners as of July 1st, so we'll see what changes there might be.

 Bonnie Burns
Silverado CC

bburnsca@aol.com
15) The yardage for our Gold Tees is 6015.  All ladies play from that tee box.  The 18 Hole Ladies Group range in age from 40's to 94 years old.  We all play from that tee box even our guests.  On our play days we have at least two flights.  On Guest Days we may have three or four flights depending on the size of the field.  Our Pro decides where to separate the flights.

 Sylvia Bachman
Ambassador

Stockton Golf and Country Club
16) We all play from the same tees during our tournaments, however we play some of the tournaments on the red tees and some on the gold.  Which tees are used for each tournament is determined by our tournament chair.

Jeannie Trippel

Fort Washington

jtrippel1@comcast.net

17) We (our ladies group) play from our forward tees, which are referred to, as the ladies tees. No other tees are available.

 However, in our club tournaments, they allow men members, age 70, and over to play the forward tees.

 

Kay Smith, Discovery Bay, e-mail, golf4kay@comcast.net
18) We currently are splitting our LADIES' Day play , having two days on the green(forward) and two days on the white tees.  Some of our yearly tournaments are played on the forward tees and some include both tees, the higher handicappers playing the green tees.  It seems to work pretty well.

 Sally Landers
Butte Creek CC

sally@lefty lady.com

19) Oakdale Golf and Country Club has six established tees.  They are the Black Tees, Blue Tees, White Tees, and Red Tees.  We also have Combo Tees for the men and women.  All of these tees are rated.  On our 18 hole play day we rotate our tees throughout the month.  We all play the White Tees one week, Red Tees another week, Combo tees on our guest days, and the last week is players’ choice between White and Red Tees.  On that week about a third of our players choose the red tees.  We do not flight these matches, but instead adjust the score based on the slope and rating.  It all seems to work out well.

As an added note our Senior men play off the White Tees.  They are discussing the option of using the Men's Combo tees for those who want more of a challenge.

Bonnie Booker

bonniebooker@comcast.net
Oakdale Golf and Country Club, Oakdale, Ca

20) This does not apply to our club.  We only have one set of tees for ladies.  We all play from the Reds.

Candis Vasilj

Sunset Whitney CC

21) At the Villages the "forward tees" are red and always used for ALL 18-hole Woman's Association tournaments, competitions and Guest Days. The "gold tees" that we have are located between the red and the white ones- an intermediate distance for either men or women to use during non-club play. 
Mary Chaboya, The Villages 
maryc83131@earthlink.net
22) At Palo Alto Hills, we don't allow a separate flight on our play days. I think a separate flight will not be welcomed by our group because it will be unfair for the other ladies. Some of our elderly members choose to join the 9-hole group when they found the ladies' tees too challenging for them. 
However, our 18-hole group plays 3 sets of tees in each month. 
1) 1 tree tees: We play the 1-tree(forward) tees on all guest days, and sometimes on some special tournament days that have more than the usual participation. We play the 1-tree tees to speed up play. 
2) 2 tree tees: It's our official tees for our 18-hole group, therefore we play 2 tree tees on trophy days(stroke play) and major tournaments: Handicap Championship & Club Championship.
3) Combo tees: We create this set of tees to make it easier for most ladies, since our 2 tree tees was re-rated last year to have a slope of 137. With this set of tees, we bring our slope rating down to 132. It's a combination of four 1-tree tee holes and the rest 2-tree tee holes.

Vivian Lim
Captain
PAHGCC
23) We have discussed this at our General Meetings and our ladies that are aging would not like to have to play from the forward tees. They feel it would be a slap in the face to be allocated to the forward tees.  We really only have 3-4 players that are in this category.

On Guest Days all ladies have to play to a 40 handicap.
April, Elkhorn C.C.
24) IF WE HAVE 10 OR SO  LADIES WHO WISH TO PLAY THE FORWARD TEES, WE LET THEM AND FLIGHT THEM BY THEMSELVES.    LOTS CAN'T HIT THE BALL FAR AND THEY LIKE IT WHEN THEY CAN PLAY IN THE TOURNAMENTS.   SOMETIMES THERE ARE ONLY 4 AND WE STILL LET THEM PLAY.

 VICKI LANGE
BELMONT CC, FRESNO

25) We do not have an active flight for our forward tee seniors, but would love to have enough to make a flight for them. Even three or four would be a flight and we would let them play 9 or 18 holes. Many of our older members have played at Sequoyah for years and contributed to the organization. They are still paying members and we want to have them enjoy some time out on the course. Our prizes are mainly golf balls or credit in pro shop. When a few show up, we have a flight for them. Guest days are usually too long a day for them, as it is 18 holes. But we look forward to enticing more to play.  
Mary Schmitz, Sequoyah CC  mary.schmitz@comcast.net 

26) Lincoln Hills Residents Golf Club does not use gold tees for any tournaments and we also are an adult community

Nadine Buchmiller
27) At Sierra View, we currently let ladies play either the forward or the 
middle tees on all play days except where designated otherwise. On their 
cards, they must put an "F" or an "M" so that the scorer know which tees 
they chose.  There is no special flight.  Most of our guest days are played 
from the forward tees to accommodate our guests. However, we are seriously 
considering a combo-tee scenario which  we would use for all ladies day 
play.  
Pat Hall, Sierraview, phallhome@surewest.net
28) Contra Costa Country Club has but rarely uses our gold tees.  Once in a while in the early part of the year, we will play a tournament on our Thursday play day from the gold tees, just to mix up the game.  Of course, we post that score using the gold tees.

Barbara York

cdnsungirl@aol.com

Contra Costa Country Club

29) The MCCWA association last year conducted a survey of our members to see which tees they would prefer to play from.  The women have three sets of tees and it was decided by our MCCWA Board to try it this year.
We asked the ladies to pick a set of tees they would like to play from for our Charm day, first Thursday of the month.  Once we had all of the ladies and the tees, we used the 3-5 Handicap rule, Players playing and competing from different tees. In your Handicap handbook.
We have tried to play the three different tees on a regular day but it was rained out.  It was also difficult to get enough of the forward tee players to sign up and play. (Could have been the weather)
Our Green Tees are 5061 yards, rating 70.0, slope 120.  Mixed Tees are 5560 yards, rating 73.1, slope 125.  White Tees are 5837 yards, rating 74.8, slope 132.

When we play on Charm day the Green tee players play their course handicap for that tee.  The Mixed Tee players add 3 strokes to their handicap (difference between the ratings).  The White Tee players add 5 strokes to their handicap. (difference between the ratings)  The results have been mixed, we have had a Charm winner from each Tee.

 Our Pro shop works closely with our Tournament Chairs. The Pro shop has the TPP program and prints our cards and they do our scoring.

 We also are playing our year long Eclectic tournament, WGANC Low Net tournament, and our Trans National award is from Charm day results.
We have played the Mixed Tees the most, it seem to be a fair compromise for both the low handicappers and high handicappers.

 The 3-5 Handicap rule seems to work for us.

Ann Marymor, Marin Country Club

ann@marymor.com
30) For regular play days, any member may play from either the red or gold tee. Handicaps for the gold tee are adjusted using the tee ratings.

Gold handicap minus 4 extra strokes based on the ratings. (Just like handicaps should be adjusted when playing with men.)  This has helped with the older members. We allow everyone playing gold tees to participate in all of the incentives as well. This was voted on by the membership and started at the beginning of the year in order to get the details printed in the roster.

Linda Habel

Plumas Lake

31) Our forward tees have been changed from red to gold with the same yardage as before.

Pat Pettibone, Ambassador

Bodega Harbour WGC

32) At El Macero we do not have a separate flight for gold tee players on our regular play day.  As a golf group we play our gold tees for our weekly tournament about once a month.  On that day, all our members play from that gold tee.  We do not have a retirement community with a large population who would prefer using the gold tees.

My feeling is that if you have 10 or more players who would prefer using the gold tees for all play, then that would be adequate for a separate flight.  I agree, we want to encourage participation.

Dinnie Holloway

El Macero Country Club

Hollowsd@sbcglobal.net
33) Crow Canyon does not use gold tees.  

All of our 18 hole members,Crow Canyon Womens Golf Association (CCWGA) play from our white tees and our 9 hole group, 4-C Niners, play from our red tees.

 Cheri Stoudt, Co-Captain, Crow Canyon Country 

34) Our members may use the gold tees for our regular play days and trophy days and they are not part of a special flight - The handicap system provides the means to allow this.  However, when it comes to eclectics the regular tees must be used.

Unfortunately, there are some members who believe it is beneath them to play from the gold tees.  This is unfortunate because our gold tees provide a changing course. Personally, I see no difference allowing the use of both tees and it gives all of out members the opportunity to participate almost all of out tournaments.
Carol Gonser   OCC   ogm@aol.com

34) At Valley Hi, we have started offering play from Gold (forward) tees for those who might prefer that to the longer course.  The requirement was that there would need to be enough participating players to establish a flight for sweeps, but so far, there have been no players wanting to play from the forward tees.
Joanna Duran, Ambassador
Valley Hi Country Club
duran2@surewest.net
35)  A few years ago we had 4 to 8 players who used the gold tees.  For example: our handicap (match play) event a minimum of 4 players could become a flight.  They played stableford and we paid one place if 4 or 2 if 8 players.  In general we needed 4 players to participate and it worked very well. 

Lynne Ansara

Green Hills CC

ansara2@comcast.net
36) We haven't run into that problem; all our Members play from the Red Tees.   Nor do we have a separate flight for Gold Tee players.

Valerie Kolakowski,
Greenhorn Creek Golf Club

37) At Moraga CC, all play is from the Red Tees. The red and gold are about the same distance.

 Maura Mendoza
Moraga CC

mauramendoza@sbcglobal.net
sent 7-3--10
