QUESTION TO AMBASSADORS:

 

Silverado has been flirting with the idea of changing its qualifying handicap tournament play from 36 to 40. It would allow many of our lady golfers to feel more comfortable/better about joining more tournament events. I'm interested in hearing what the other Clubs have as their qualifying handicaps for all tournaments. This would include Guest Days, Invitational, Mini-Invitational, team handicap, etc. 

 

Thank you for your time.

Bonnie Burns

Silverado Country Club
Summary:  Of the 39 responses received, most Clubs limit the handicaps to 40, with only a few having a limit of 36.  A lot of Clubs require lower limits for major tournaments.

WGANC limits handicaps to Open Days to an index of 40.4.  

Linda 
AMBASSADORS’ RESPONSES
1) Sunset Whitney uses handicap of 40.

Candis Vasilj

Sunset Whitney CC

candisd@sbcglobal.net
2) We changed last year to 40 for all major tournaments.  I put it out to the Ambassadors and this was consensus.  That is Invitational, Classic, Handicap Tournament and Championship.

Georgia Gordon, Rossmoor

georgia29@sbcglobal.net
3) At Sonoma Golf Club there is no limit on the handicap for tournaments.  Our golf Professionals run all of our tournaments.

Diane

4) Our maximum is 40.
Debe Wilson

Alta Sierra

5) at kings river we do not limit the handicap in any of our regular ladies day tournaments    in our invitational we limit it to 36  any other tournament is open to everyone
 
maggie
kings river cc
lilamy25@hotmail.com
6) We play to our regular bi-monthly handicap on toss up (non sweeps) days and for our tournament following the monthly general meeting.  For sweeps and major tournaments we limit handicap at 40.  Also non-handicap women play to a 40 until they have an established handicap.

Murph Simpson, rmurphs@springvillewireless.com, River Island CC  

7) Recently, I have been having an email conversation with Ann Burchill, who I believe, is a member of Silverado.  I sent her our latest by-laws and standing rules.  Check with her.

Sallie Wood

Oakmont GC

salliewood@yahoo.com
Sallie Wood

707 833-1027

415 309-3484 cell

8) Our club recently addressed the same issue in that as our membership ages so do the indexes.  We decided to put no limit on handicaps for our weekly Ladies Day.  We then raised the index limit from 36 to 40 for all the tournaments during the year such as Invitational, Championship, etc.

Sally Landers

Butte Creek

sally.landers@sbcglobal.net
9) Crystal Springs last year voted to lower the maximum handicap for major tournaments to 36 from 40.  There was a considerable debate and the vote was very close.  Still lots of discussion as to whether that was the correct thing to do.

Jill Chandler
Crystal Springs

10) BELMONT CC HAS A LIMIT OF 40 ON SUNDAYS AND LADIES DAY.    OUR INVITATIONAL IS 36 AT THE PRESENT TIME.

VICKI LANGE, BELMONT CC
11) Contra Costa CC's Standing Rules state that a WGA member will play (as opposed to must have) to a handicap of 38 or lower to participate in our Invitational, Mini-Invitational and Guest Days.  On all Thursday regular play days, CCCCWGA players play to their actual GHIN handicaps.

In other words, a 42 handicapper plays to a 42, unless it is one of the above tournaments, whereby she must play to a 38, regardless of her higher handicap.  Therefore,  all  WGA members can participate.

Barbara York

Contra Costa Country Club

cdnsungirl@aol.com
12) From North Ridge:  Our group allows a 40 handicap for entering, but not required to maintain it.  We do limit the handicap to 36 for our tournament events.

Kathy Biondi, Ambassador
13) Guest days it’s 40
Other days its 40 from the red tees and 44 from the gold

Susan Spann
Mira Vista

14) I'm interested in hearing what the other Clubs have as their qualifying handicaps for all tournaments.  

Our handicap limit for our tournaments is 40................... We do limit our Invitational handicaps to 36.

 

Helen Jane Pybrum

Pajaro Valley G.C.

HJseascape@aol.com
15) Here at Ridgemark, we have a 40 limit which includes all our events.  If someone has more than 40, she can only play to a 40. 

This way it allows more participation.

Donna Chavez

Ridgemark CC

jd2golf@earthlink.net
16) Sequoyah has 36 hcp limit on majors. They include invitational, handicap championship, club championship and Trophy Day. All other play events are open to the handicap of the member with no limit. We have changed from previously to open up our play more. But major tournaments are limited and anyone playing must play to 36 or less.
 Mary.schmitz@comcast.net    Sequoyah Country Club.
17) The qualifying handicap for all our events at Castlewood is a course handicap of 40.  We changed it from 36 to 40 about 8-10 years ago to increase participation in our events (major tournaments, guest days, invitationals, play days, etc.
Canossa Sue

Castlewood

Canossa1@comcast.net
18) All of our Womens’ Club members with an established index of 35.2 (40HCP) or under are eligible to participate in weekly sweeps.  Members with a HCP higher than  36 will be adjusted to a maximum HCP of 36 for our monthly Captain's Trophy/Club Champion play.

Any member with an index over 35.2 is allowed to participate in any competion by adjusting her HCP to the maximum allowed for the event. 

Akiko Wiley

Oakhurst

akiwiley@sbcglobal.net
19) Our ladies must play to a 40 or lower handicap in all competitive events. 

Lynne Ansara

Green Hills CC

ansara2@comcast.net
20) At Elkhorn we already have a maximum of 40 for all major tournaments, i.e. Handicap, Club Championship, Inter Club Team Play, Directors Cup.

April Gemmill, Elkhorn C.C.
21) To join our ladies golf club, you must have a handicap of 39 or less.  On our play days and all of our tournaments with the exception of our invitational, 39 is the maximum.  The maximum for our invitational is 36.

Sara Hancock

Pine Mountain Lake

fnshancock@sbcglobal.net 

22) Numbers 36 to 40 indicates what - Handicap Index or the Course Handicap?  USGA Handicap Manual Section 3-4 indicates:

3-4. Maximum Handicap Index
The maximum Handicap Index is 36.4 for men and 40.4 for women. (See Section 10-5d.)
Note: A maximum Handicap Index will convert to a Course Handicap that exceeds these numbers on golf courses with a Slope Rating greater than 113.
Example: A player with a Handicap Index of 36.4 will have a Course Handicap of 43 on a course with a Slope Rating of 133.
A player may have a local handicap above these limits, but it must be identified as a local handicap by the letter "L" following the number on a handicap card or report (e.g., 41.5L). 
When such local handicaps are used for inter-club play, the USGA recommends that they be reduced to the maximum Handicap Index as specified.
So, for Silverado South Course with Slope of 128, the maximum Index is 40.4 with 46 Course Handicap.  Obviously, a maximum handicapper would not want to play with a single digit handicapper.  Having flights solves non-inclusive problem.  Each flight would have players with similar skill levels and yet everyone can participate.

I hope this addressed the question.

 
Ann Van Sickel
Tracy
23) A few years ago, Meadow changed the max. to 40 and it made a lot more people happy!  
 Eva

24) We at Petaluma Golf & Country Club use a high of 40 or if their handicap is higher playing with a 40 handicap.  
Eileen Ostroff  stroff6@yahoo.com
25) Discovery Bay qualifications for tournaments, participants  must play to a index of 33.8 USGA Handicap Index ( home course 36 handicap)

Kay Smith, Discovery Bay

golf4kay@comcast.net
26) Our qualifying handicaps for all tournament play is 43.  This allows most of our players to participate in the fun.

Valerie Kolakowski,
Greenhorn Creek Golf Club
27) Currently, our maximum handicap is 36 but we are considering raising it to 40. 

Because the 36 maximum handicap is in our By Laws, a two thirds affirmative vote of the membership present at the next General board meeting will be necessary to make the change.

Cheri Stoudt, Crow Canyon Country Club.

28) At Sierra View, tournament players must play to a maximum handicap of 40 for 
both Winter and Summer Eclectics, the 36-Hole Partnership Better Ball, 
Handicap, Past Captains', Club Championship, and Guest Day tournaments.
 Pat Hall (phallhome@surewest.net)

29) I just confirmed with our current Tournament Chair re: maximum handicaps for the Handicap Championship.  At Valley Hi, we play match play format for this tournament.  We currently do not have established index or handicap limits.  There has been discussion over the past several years to limiting handicaps to a maximum of 36 for the tournament, but as yet, that has  not been done.  To become a member of the Women's 18-hole Group, you must have an established handicap of 36 or less; however, once you become a member, there is no requirement that the 36 handicap be maintained.
Joanna Duran, Ambassador
Valley Hi Country Club
duran2@surewest.net
30) At Serrano the handicap limit for most SWGG events including Guest Days is 40.  The exceptions are our two day Invitational and the Club Championship which are 36.  Team play is governed by the two leagues in which we participate.

Jane Callahan, Serrano

edhjane@comcast.net
31) Marin has a maximum handicap of 40 for our Invitational and mini Invitational. All other play days the participants play to their own handicap.

Ann Marymor

Marin Country Club         
32) OCC has 40 for all of the events -

carol gonser ogmm@aol.com

33) Here at Lake Wildwood our Handicap Limit is 40.

Phyllis Calestini

Lake Wildwood

34) At Lake Merced Golf Club, we have a course handicap limit of 40 for Guest Day and  all tournaments.

Gloria Cevallos

gjcevallos@earthlink.net

35) Lincoln Hills has the following limits.  Any member can enter our local 
tournaments.  If a golfer's index is over 40.4 she must play to a 40.4.  
For championship tournaments a member must play 10 games from the last 
tournament to the next tournament.

Nadine Buchmiller
Lincoln Hills

36) All major tournaments will be played to a 40 handicap. All other Thursday tournaments will be played to a handicap determined by the tournament chairperson.   
MAJOR TOURNAMENTS


President’s Cup


Pro Cup


Club Championship


Captain’s Trophy


Northern Medal Tournaments 

Joanne Dodge
Merced Golf and Country Club
Merced
mjdodge@comcast.net
37) To be eligible for membership in the El Macero Women's Golf Group, new members must have an established index that computes to a handicap of 40 or less from the El Macero Red (women's) tees.

Members of the Women's 18 hole group will play to a maximum handicap of 40 in all Women's golf events except the Women's invitational.  The invitational chairs determine what handicap range they will allow each year.  Team play is determined by the slope of the golf course on which we are playing.  Our playing member must have a 40 handicap at that golf course index.
Dinnie Holloway

El Macero Country Club

hollowsd@sbcglobal.net
38) Auburn Valley Golf Club limits handicaps on our regular Thursday and other tournaments to 40.  Our invitational is limited to 36.

Molly Korb

mollyjkorb@calwisp.com
39) Our club requires an established handicap of 40.4 to join our women's group.  From that point, we do not have any maximum handicap limits for our tournaments, except our invitational, which is a maximum handicap of 36.  We allow our members to have a higher handicap to play in the invitational, but they have to assume the 36 handicap.    We do not have a maximum for team play, but we've never had a team player with a handicap above 36. 

Jeannie Trippel

jtrippel1@comcast.net
Fort Washington Country Club

Sent April 18, 2010
