Contra Costa Country Club is asking other Clubs what their WGA's policy is re Winter Rules.  I have been advised by the WGANC, that they support the decision of each individual Club, under advisement of the Head Pro. 

We have used CLUB LENGTH, HAND SPAN, 6 INCHES AND SCORE CARD LENGTH.  The latter causes all sorts of problems - is it an open card?  - which side is length and which side is width?  You must remain in the same cut, however.
We would prefer to have a policy written into our Standing Rules so there will be no question when the Club posts the 'WINTER RULES' signs on Holes 1 and 10 during inclement winter weather.
Thank you.
Barbara York, CCCCWGA Ambassador
Summary:  There were a total of 31 replies.  The majority of Clubs said Winter Rules means 6 inches.  “Six inches” may be just that, or “grip length”, or “short side of scorecard”.  There were some Clubs using the “club length rule” and a few who do not have Winter Rules.  The decision is usually made by the Pro Shop, but a few stated the captain, committee or tournament chair declared when Winter Rules would be in effect.  More details below:

QUESTION TO AMBASSADORS:
AMBASSADOR REPLIES:

1)I could find nothing in bylaws or standing rules regarding winter rules relief.  Memory says that the proshop, not the tournament chair, declares winter rules in effect and our relief is “a grip length”.  Obviously USGA “standing water” would come into effect if necessary.

Debe Wilson, Alta Sierra
debewilson@att.net
2)  According to Appendix I, Local Rues in the usga Decisions on the Rules of Golf:
4-b. "Preferred Lies" and "Winter Rules" Adverse conditions, including the poor condition of the course or the existence of mud, are sometimes so general, particularly during winter months, that the Committee may decide to grant relief by temporary Local Rule either to protect the course or to promote fair and pleasant play.  The Local Rule should be withdrawn as soon as the conditions warrant. 

At Pajaro Valley it is up to the committee to decide whether the relief is to be 6" or a club length, depending on the conditions.
Helen Jane Pybrum, Pajaro Valley Golf Course
HJseascape@aol.com
3) The pro shop determines course conditions.  They very rarely will post "Winter Rules".  Refer to USGA Rules of Golf pages 101 and 108.  The RIWGA tends to go with "Casual Water" (see USGA Rules of Golf pages 7 and 74) as an option during wet (rain) or dry (watering) weather.

Murph Simpson, River Island CC 
4)  At Woodbridge we use the 6 inch rule, which generally is done with the hand span. The pro shop lets us know when winter rules begin and when summer rules begin.
Randi Schimke, Woodbridge

5) Our roster states relief is 1 club length. Sometimes if course conditions require, we play a grip length—but this is not during winter months, it is usually when they are working around the greens.

Linda Habel, Plumas Lake                 

6) Half Moon Bay uses the "lift, clean and place" within 6" of original spot during inclement weather.

Nancy Humpal, Half Moon Bay, 
nhumpal@sbcglobal.net
7) Auburn Valley Golf Club uses the grip length to lift, clean and place.  You may move from rough to fairway only in that distance though.

Molly Korb, Auburn Valley Golf Club

mollyjkorb@calwisp.com
8) Our Ladies Club consults with our Pro as to when winter rules start and end.  We are allowed up to an open score card length with no change in cuts of grass.  Once winter rules start, we are allowed to take this relief on every hole until sometime in the spring when winter rules are determined not necessary.

Sara Hancock, Pine Mountain Lake

fnshancock@sbcglobal.net 

9) Petaluma Golf & Country Club's winter rule policy is 6 inches.   
Eileen Ostroff

10) We do play winter rules at our club and it is the Head Pro that makes 
the decision as to when he feels the course conditions call for winter 
rules .  We play 6", score card or hand span.  They are all about the 
same.  We don't really care that much if they are an inch one way or the 
other.  We have played this way for years and it has never been a 
problem at our course.  We don't have very many women that even play in 
the winter.  Winter rules at our course is more of the clubs rules and 
not the womens club.

Vickie Ciccarelli
Madera Golf & Country Club
vickieciccarelli@sbcglobal.net
11) Winter rules:  when cart path only, we are allowed one club length (any club) tee to green except hazards.  Therefore, when one club length takes you out of the rough, congratulations!

Sallie Wood

salliewood@yahoo.com
Oakmont 

12) WINTER RULES (PREFERRED LIES) 
   “Through the green, a ball may be marked, lifted, cleaned and placed within one club-length of where it originally lay, not nearer the hole. A ball so lifted is back in play when placed. This local rule is to be invoked only on days when the red flag (cart path only) flies and then at the discretion of the golf pro and/or tournament committee.” (33-8) 
LindWinter Rules will also apply, when a fairway is closed for wet conditions, aeration, alteration or other conditions that restrict carts to the path. 

Mary Chaboya, maryc83131@earthlink.net
The Villages GCC

13) Our Women’s Association and entire country club follows the “official rules of golf”. The official rule is: You may lift, clean and place within 6” without penalty but no nearer to the hole where it originally laid.  Provided it is not in a hazard or on the putting green.

Failure to mark the position prior to lifting the player would incur a penalty of 1 stroke. Your standing rules would state that you follow the official rules of golf.
Ann Marymor, Marin Country Club

ann@marymor.com                       

14) Salinas Golf and Country Club simplifies the issue of Winter Rules. If the Club posts "Cart Path Only" we automatically play winter rules - one club length.  

Annie Tokarz
5014 Winkle Ave
Santa Cruz CA 95065
831 476 6449
15) Our winter rule policy is lift, clean and place within one club length in the same type of area through the green.

Some clubs do it six inches.  Each club is allowed to decide for themselves what the policy is.

Connie Rothermel

Napa Valley CC

connieroth@sbcglobal.net
16) We declare winter rules whenever the pro shop declares cart path only.  We allow a lift, clean and place within six inches of where the ball came to rest.

Sally Landers

Butte Creek CC

sally@leftylady.com
17) Silverado's winter rules: One (1) club length, no closer to the hole. If the ball is in the ruff, it can be moved, but it must stay in the ruff--you cannot move ball into the fairway…it's lift, clean, and place. You should use the club you will hit your shot with--not your driver with a head cover on it.

 

Bonnie Burns, Silverado Country Club

bburnsca@aol.com
18) Our winter rules could change since we will hiring a new head pro soon.  Usually, it has been left to the captain and tournament chairs to decide if there will be any winter rules.  It has been 6 in., lft, clean and place, no change in terrain (can't use the 6 in. to move from rough to fairway).  
Jan Bell-Granite Bay Golf Club-Bellj415@aol.com
19) Winchester's WOWGG policy for "Winter Rules".   
  When Winter Rules have been declared for a competition, a ball lying "through the green" may be lifted without penalty and cleaned.  Before lifting the ball, the player must mark its position.   Having lifted the ball, she must place it on a spot within one standard grip-length of and not nearer the hole than where it originally lay, that is not in a hazard and not on a putting green.   A player may place her ball only once, and it is in play when it has been placed.

Marilyn Argent, Captain WOWGG
(530) 878-1383
marlevine@hotmail.com
20) During the "winter months" we use the 6" rule.  In order to have consistency we use the shorter side of our score card for measuring.  I measured score cards from several country clubs and find they are pretty much 6" in length.  

Sylvia Bachman, Ambassador

Bachmom@aol.com
Stockton Golf and Country Club

21) North Ridge Country Club Women's Group uses a club length in our winter rules for lift, clean and place.

Kathy Biondi, Ambassador

kbtb05@aol.com
22) We use mark, clean and place within 6 inches.  You must mark your ball before you pick it up to clean and place within 6 inches, no closer to the hole.

Cindy Mullett, Cold Springs Country Club, Placerville

mullettc@placerville.net
23) We use six inches or 1 club length in the same cut depending on the conditions of the course that day.  There is no written policy and members are informed by the sheet listing what the days play will be.

Carol Gonser OCC
24) The Peninsula Golf & Country Club uses the "one open card" length for winter rules.

Jan Abrams

janabrams@sbcglobal.net
25) When playing winter rules, we use a grip length.

Candis Vasilj

Sunset Whitney CC

26) We don't use Winter Rules often and prefer not to, however, when in use, the tournament chair provides written instructions to define our intention of "winter rules" for that day of tournament play.

Jeannie Trippel, Fort Washington

jtrippel1@comcast.net
27) Our general understanding is that a hand span or 6 inches is the rule.  This is not written in our standing rules but probably should be. 

Lynne Ansara, Green Hills CC

ansara2@comcast.net
28) We allow 6 inches only in the fairway.  Tournament Chairperson decides on each tournament day whether to utilize the winder rules or not.

 Akiko Wiley, Oakhurst C.C.

Akiwiley@sbcglobal.net

29) We usually use a 6 inch rule, but we have also used a club length.  I think it's a great idea to have in included in the standing rules.

Valerie Kolakowski
Greenhorn Creek Golf Club

30) At Moraga CC, the Winter Rules shall be determined by the Pro Shop. Our distance is 6 inches. No change in the cut, of course.

 Thanks, Maura Mendoza, Moraga CC

mauramendoza@sbcglobal.net
30) Per our Tournament Committee, the tournament chair makes the decision as to when winter rules are in effect. A ball lying on a closely mown area through the green may be lifted without penalty and cleaned. Closely mown area means any area of the course, including paths through the rough, cut to fairway height or less. Before lifting the ball, the player must mark its position. Having lifted the ball, they must place it on a spot within six inches of and not nearer the hole than where it originally lay, that is not in a hazard and not on a putting green.

On particularly wet days, when the rough has gotten very long and difficult, we have modified these winter rules to include the rough.

 Kay Smith, Discovery Bay, golf4kay@comcast.net
31) Relief can be taken through the green.

Definition: through the green is the whole area of the course except: 
a. The teeing ground and putting green of the hole being played: 
b. All hazards on the course.
The player may mark, lift, and clean the ball without penalty. Before lifting, the player must mark the position of the ball. The player must then place the ball on a spot within six inches of and not nearer the hole than where it originally lay, that is not in a hazard or on a putting green.
Gloria Cevallos, Lake Merced Golf Club
gjcevallos@earthlink.net

Sent 8-4-10
