Junior Girls’ Transportation Fund

The fund was established in 1985 on the recommendation of USGA Committee Member Barbara Bentley. Barbara noticed a marked increase in the number of girls participating in the US Girls’ Junior Championship when it was being held in the West.
As a courtesy to Barbara, JGANC, which is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt charitable organization agreed to establish an account for the Transportation Fund. The Fund is held in a separate savings account. Sally Tomlinson is the USGA Girls’ Junior Championship Committee Member who monitors the account. JGANC writes checks and makes deposits at her request.
Each year, WGANC donates thirty cents from each member’s dues to the Junior Girls’ Transportation Fund. Donated funds also come from WGANC’s member Clubs and through PWGA. The annual donation varies, but it is about $10,000 per year. Donated funds are used for Northern California girls only.

There is no Committee to disburse the funds as there is no need for one. Transportation Fund money is automatically sent to each girl from Northern California who qualifies. Airfare is checked at the time the girls will be buying their tickets and that is the amount they receive. If there is sufficient money in the account the girls also receive caddie fees which make a huge difference in the hot, humid venues in the South and East. If a family feels they do not need the extra help, they will either let the USGA Committee Representative know in advance or return the money - and yes, that has happened!
Obviously, some years are more expensive than others. Sally believes there was $22,000.00 in the account before last summer’s Championship. $11,560.00 was spent in 2010 on transportation and caddies. The total amount presented to Sally from WGANC in 2010 was $13,692.56, which would bring the Fund total to approximately $24,132.56. Sally does not expect Chicago to be quite as expensive in 2011, although airfare may be impacted by rising oil prices. Also, Northern California has the largest contingency of girls going to the Championship. Sally hopes there will be 15 girls who qualify plus Mariko Tumungan who is exempt from qualifying because she made it to the quarterfinals in 2010. When the Championship comes to Lake Merced in 2012 the suggestion is that each girl receives $150.00 to $299.00 for transportation money and then caddie fees would also be covered if the girls use one. Sally feels it is definitely a good idea to keep a couple of years ahead of ourselves and is willing to give WGANC an annual accounting of the Fund.
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